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So youbre enga

Now what do you do???

There are many resources with step by step instructions on
planning your wedding. This booklet has been designed to lead
you through planning your weddstgMary Catholic Church

in Waverly.

What will you find in this booklet?
« Expectations for the celebrations of weddings
e St. Mary Wedding Policy Statement
e Who can marry in our Parish Church?
« What are the things | need to do for the church prior to the
wedding?
Scheduling the Date and Time
Mass verses Service
What ministers are needed for our wedding?
Preparing for Liturgy
- Scripture, Music, Program, Environment
Example of a Program
e Wedding Rehearsal
e The Day of the Wedding
- Guest Book
- Photography
- Procession
- Wedding Vows
- Recessional
Payments
Catholic Wedding Checklist
Paperwork for the Church Records
Required Marriage Preparation
Suggested Readings
Suggested Music
Wedding Service Worksheet

St. Mary Church
112 2™ Ave SE
Waverly, 1A 50677
319-352-2493
Fax 319-352-0204
Email: waverlylit@dybb.com
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#46 (Psalm)The Lord is My Light, Christopher Walker

Refrain: The Lord is my light, the Lord is my help, the Lord is
my salvation.

Verse 1: The Lord is my light, my help, my salvation. Why
should | fear? With God | fear no one. God protects me all my
life. With the Lord what should I dread? Repeat

refrain

Verse 2: There is one thing | ask of the Lord that I long for: all
of my days with God to be dwelling, gazing with awe at the
beauty of God, and in wonder look on God's house. Repeat re-
frain

Verse 3: | know | will live to see the Lord's goodness; now, in
this life, I'm sure 1 will see it. Trust in the Lord, be strong and
be brave; wait in hope for God, our salvation.

#47  (Psalm) All I Ask of You, Weston Priory

Refrain: All | ask of you is forever to remember me as loving
you.

Verse 1: Deep the joy of being together in one heart and for me
that's just where it is. Repeat refrain.

Verse 2: As we make our way through all the joys and pain, can
we sense our younger, truer selves. Repeat refrain.

Verse 3: Someone will be calling you to be there for a while.
Can you hear their cry from deep within? Repeat refrain

Verse 4: Laughter, joy and presence: the only gifts you are!
Have you time? I'd like to be with you. Repeat refrain

Verse 5: Persons come into the fiber of our

lives and their shadows fade and disappear. Repeat refrain
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Expectations for the Celebration of Weddi
St . Maryos i n W
Congratulations on your engagement!
We look forward to celebrating with you

In the spirit wiorshipwe expect:
-the sacred is celebrated in word, song and action.
- the worship be inclusive of all and foster the
participation of all who gather to pray.
-respect is reserved for the sacred space.

In the spirit efualitywe expect:
- the entire wedding party process in together.

- both parents escort the bride and groom into the
church.

- one processional song or instrumental piece brings in
the entire wedding party (including the bride)

In the spirit bbspitalitywe expect:
-the rehearsal and wedding begin at the scheduled hour.
-wedding pictures are finished at least thirty minutes
before the wedding.
- no guest book or aisle runner is used at the church.

In the spirit shcramentve expect:
-the bride and groom memorize their marriage vows.
-in the Catholic tradition the only expressions of unity
are the vows and rings (no unity candle).
- scripture and song are chosen from appropriate
sources.



In the spirit eEumenism and faithe expect:
-in the case of two different faith traditions or when
most of the guests are not Catholic, the couple

chose a wedding service (not a wedding Mass).

-if a Catholic Mass is celebrated the couple be active,
participating Catholics.
-we express our unity and not our disunity.

In the spirit pfsticewe expect:
- no excessive number of attendants and groomsmen
(no more than 12 total and no children under 4
years of age).
- a just compensation is given to all ministers involved.
- the parish receive a just fee for the use of its facilities
and staff.

In the spirit shfetywe expect:
-no use of alcohol or controlled substances.
-the church to remain a smoke free environment.

#44

Psalm 34: 1 Will Always Thank the Lord, Scott Soper

Refrain: I will always thank the Lord; I will always praise
God's name.

Verse 1: | will thank the Lord at all times, | will always praise
God's name. My soul will boast of the Lord; the poor will hear
and be glad. Repeat refrain

Verse 2: Join with me in the praise of the Lord; together we
shall sing God's praise. | called, and God answered my plea;
from my fears the Lord set me free. Repeat refrain

Verse 3: Look to God and shine with joy; you will never be
ashamed. | begged God to listen to me; God took my burdens
away. Repeat refrain

#45 (Psalm) Taste and Sed&ames E. Moore, Jr.

Refrain: Taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 0
taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord, of the
Lord.

Verse 1: | will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall al-
ways be on my lips; my soul shall glory in the Lord for he has
been so good to me. Repeat refrain

Verse 2: Glorify the Lord with me. Together let us all praise his
name. | called the Lord and he answered me; from all my trou-
bles he set me free. Repeat refrain

Verse 3: Worship the Lord, all you people. You'll want for

nothing if you ask. Taste and see that God is good; in him we
need put all our trust. Repeat refrain
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Lord, your justice lasts forever, your loving deeds from age to

age. You are near to all who call, never far from faithful hearts.

R. I will praise your name forever, my king and my God.
Or
R. The hand of the Lord feeds us, and answers all our needs.

#43

Psalm 24:1 Have Loved You (Michael Joncas) Psalm
24:3

R. I have loved you with an everlasting love, | have called you
and you are mine. | have loved you with an everlasting love, |
have called you and you are mine.

Seek the face of the Lord and long for him: he will bring you
his light and his peace.

R. I have loved you with an everlasting love, | have called you
and you are mine. | have loved you with an everlasting love, |
have called you and you are mine.

Seek the face of the Lord and long for him: he will bring you
his joy and his hope.

R. I have loved you with an everlasting love, | have called you
and you are mine. | have loved you with an everlasting love, |
have called you and you are mine.

Seek the face of the Lord and long for him: he will bring you
his care and his love.

R. I have loved you with an everlasting love, | have called you

and you are mine. | have loved you with an everlasting love, |
have called you and you are mine.
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St. Mary Parish
Wedding Policy Statement

The church welcomes its members to celebrate and solemnize
their weddings in the context of our prayer as Christians. Indeed
so important is marriage in Christian life that it is called a
sacrament. Great care is taken to see that the prayer for this
special moment is reverent, graceful, beautiful, faithful to the
tradition of the church, and
among us.

Our celebrations of the sacraments, marriage included, are
always rooted in listening to the scriptures so that we can be
nouri shed and strengthened b))
celebrate the sacraments as a community. We gather our
brothers and sisters in faith, and ask for their prayerful support.

These celebrations are incomplete unless they are filled with
song, with prayerful gestures and with the silence in which we
hear the voice of God in our lives. In this context, we begin with
this important princitile: celebration of a wedding is an
expression of the faith of the Christian community and as such
must express the best act of worship the community can
provide. Therefore, the parish Sunday liturgy is the model to
follow in planning a wedding.

In this spirit, St. Mary parish provides the following guidelines fo
celebrating weddings in the building, which shelters the prayer @
our community.



Who May Marry In Our Parish Church?

The Code of Canon law of the Roman Catholic Church governs
the answer to this question, in part. Generally speaking,
members of our pansdy celebrate their weddings at St. Mary
Church.

Roman Catholics who live within the bounds of the parish but
who have no formal relationship with the St. Mary parish
community may speak to the pastor about establishing a
relationship with the pasih an eye towards celebrating a
wedding in the future.

Former members of the parish need to speak both to their
present priest and to the pastor of St. Mary parish if they wish to
solemnize their marriage in this church. Thus, a written letter of
delegation from the pastor of the parish in which you are now a
participating member is required. Wedding must always take
place in the parish church.

What are all the things | need to do for the church
prior to the wedding?

A required meeting is held in October and February of each
year at which all the expectations and requirements for wed-
dings at Blessed Sacrament, Waterloo and St. Mary, Waverly
will be explained. At that meeting the FOCCUS Marriage Readi
ness Instrument will be administered and the required paper-
work for the church will be filled out.

Attendance at one of these meetings is mandatory and will save
you from making several other appointments and the parish staf
from innumerable meetings

Parents from both sides are expected to attend the first part of
the meeting.

#42

Psalm 145: | Will Praise Your Name or The Hand of
the Lord (Timothy R. Smith) Text: Psalm: 145: 1, 16,8-
13,15-18

R. I will praise your name forever, my king and my God.
Or
R. The hand of the Lord feeds us, and answers all our needs.

God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, full of kindness.
The Lord is faithful to all his people, compassionate to all crea-
tion.

R. I will praise your name forever, my king and my God.
Or
R. The hand of the Lord feeds us, and answers all our needs.

Lord, we lift our eyes to the heavens, and you feed us in due
season. The treasures, Lord, that you impart fulfill every desire.

R. I will praise your name forever, my king and my God.
Or
R. The hand of the Lord feeds us, and answers all our needs.

All of your people bless your name in a holy song of thanksgiv-
ing, singing of your eternal reign, declaring your holy power.

R. I will praise your name forever, my king and my God.

Or
R. The hand of the Lord feeds us, and answers all our needs.
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#41

Psalm 128: 0 Blessed Are Thog@aul Inwood)
Text: Psalm: 128: 1-5

R. O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.
O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways! By
the labor of your hands you shall eat. You will be happy and
prosper.

R. O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

Your wife is like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; your
children like shoots of the olive around your table.

R. O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

Indeed those shall be blest all those who fear the Lord. May the
Lord bless you from Zion all the days of your life!

R. O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.
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Setting the Date
of the Wedding

Couples are expected to contact thegpégateight months
in advance of the date on which they hope to celebrate their
wedding.

Scheduling the Date and Time of the Celebration

Weddings are schedul ed with
to the availability of the church building and pastor. To allow
sufficient time to prepare for the Saturday evening Mass and the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, weddings are usually scheduled ot
Saturday, from 10 am through 2 pm. The wedding party is
expected to have the church cleaned up and to be out of the
church by 3:30 pm. Weddings may be celebrated on a Friday
evening or another night of the week. They may also be
celebrated at the Saturday evening or Sunday morning parish

liturgy.

There are some times in the church year when the liturgical
calendar discourages or prohibits the celebration of weddings.
For example, the season of Lent is a time of penance in the life
of the church community, and that spirit touches and colors all
parish liturgies between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday.
Weddings are also prohibited during the Advent season, four
weeks prior to Christmas.



What kind of wedding ceremor

The Catholic Church offers three different kinds of wedding
ceremonies:
1) Wedding in the context of Mass
2) Wedding Service outside of Mass
3) Wedding for couple where one person is not baptized
All are equal in being a celebration of the
Sacrament of Marriage.

Wedding Servicdhis is the most common form of wedding

ceremony. It is comprised of scripture, vows and blessings. It is suited
for weddings where the couple comes from two different faith
traditions or where the majority of the guests are not Catholic. It is ver
inclusive of all people.

Wedding Mas&his ceremony is best when both parties are active,
practicing Catholics and the majority of the guests are Catholic.
Because it involves Catholic responses, gestures, service music, and
the receiving of communion, it is important the entire community is
able to participate. It is imperative musicians know the service music
(Holy, Holy; Memorial Acclamation, Amen, Lamb of God).

Wedding where one person is not baptizkid: is very similar to
the Wedding Service with some changes to be respectful of the
person who is not baptized.

Wedding ceremonies need to speak the truth of the faith life of
the couple, be respectful of all the guests, and be a witness to
the unity expressed in the Rite of Marriage.

Please consider these questions before choosing your
ceremony: Wil the ceremonyé
Be true to my expression of my faith life?
Be a sign of unity between me and my future spouse?
Be inclusive of all my guests whom | invited?
Be truthful to who | am?

#40

Psalm 118: This Is The DayScott Soper)
Text: Psalm 118: 24,1-2,16-17,22-23

R. This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be
glad; for this is the day that the Lord has made; alleluia, alle-
luia!

Give thanks to God; the Lord is good. God's mercy endures for
ever. Let the house of Israel say: "God's mercy endures for
ever."

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

The Lord's right hand is lifted up; the hand of the Lord is
mighty. | shall not die, but live to tell the marvelous works of
God.

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner-
stone. This is the work of the Lord; how wonderful, how won-
derful in our eyes!

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
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#39

Psalm 118: This is the DayMichael Joncas)
Text: Psalm: 118: 24, 1-2, 16-17,22-23

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his mercy endures for-
ever. Let the house of Israel say, "His mercy endures forever."

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

The Lord's right hand has struck with pow'r; the Lord's right
hand is exalted. | shall not die, but live, and declare the works
of the Lord.

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner-
stone. By the Lord this has been done; it is wonderful in our
eyes!

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
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Planning your Catholic wedding
A Checklist

At Least 8 months ahead of wedding

Contact the church to book your wedding date and time.
This should be done before any other reservations are made.

Sign up for the wedding preparation program at the
parish, which are held in Feb. and Oct. of each year.

Register for marriage preparation programs.

Six to 10 months

Begin meeting with your sponsor couple or attend other
marriage preparation program.

Decide which scripture readings are most fitting for your

relationship.
Decide on music for the wedding ceremony and select
musi ci ans. Donét forget to ct

the Catholic Mass/Service. Contact priest or parish music
director with a list of the music to be sure it is appropriate for a
Catholic Mass or service.

Discuss ceremony ideas with your priest.

Four to six months

Contact the parish where the bride and groom were
baptized to request baptismal certificates. Have the certificates
sent to the parish where the wedding will be held.

Choose friends or relatives to give readings. Choose
people who are comfortable reading in public.

Two to Four months

Finalize ceremony Scripture readings, responsorial
psalm, and mudimcluding the processional and recessional,
and make sure musicians have that information.



Sit down together and write the prayers of the faithful.
|l tds hel pful to use a standar
make them more personal.

Finalize ceremony plans with pastor.

One to two months
Register for your marriage license and take the license
to the parish where the wedding will be held.

Two to four weeks

Design and order (or make) your wedding program once
all the ceremony details are in place. Have the priest approve
the program before it is printed.

One to two weeks

If you have not done so, take your marriage license to
the church office.

Pay wedding fees to the church office.

Assign family member(s) or friend(s) to walk through the
church and dressing areas after the wedding to be sure no
wedding items are forgotten, and to pick up any trash left behinc
by the guests or the wedding party.

Create and hand out a schedule or checklist for the
wedding day that lets all attendants, relatives, and designated
drivers know when they need to be where, and what they need
to do.

Make sure to arrange for someone to provide snacks or
a light lunch at the church before the ceremony, if necessary.

The day before
have the rehearsal for the ceremony. Give gifts to your
attendants and family members to thank them for their support.
Give a list of payment envelopes to whom ever is
responsi ble for paying vendor
and include a donation for your priest.
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For you are my Shepherd who keeps me from need, Sustainer
of all that I am. And in your merciful love, like an eagle in
spring, my youth you renew.

R. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, let all that is within me bless his
holy name.

#38

Psalm 103: The Lord Is Kind and Merciful (Bob Duf-
ford, SJ) Text: Psalm: 103: 3, 1, 8, 6, 2-4, 11

R. The Lord is kind and merciful, and pardons all our sins.
Bless the Lord, 0 my soul. Let all that is in me bless his name.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful, and pardons all our sins.

Slow to anger and quick to heal, and mighty in justice to those
in need.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful, and pardons all our sins.

Keep in mind the works of God, who redeems you from evil
and brings you home.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful, and pardons all our sins.

As high as the sky is above the earth, so far God lifts us above
our sins.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful, and pardons all our sins.
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Glorify the Lord with me; together we'll praise his name. |
sought the Lord, and he answered me, delivered me from all my
fears.

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord, let us taste the good-
ness of the Lord.

Look to him and be radiant with joy, and your face will not
blush with shame. Afflicted ones callout to him, from all their
distress they are saved.

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord, let us taste the good-
ness of the Lord.

#37

Psalm 103: Bless the LordEdward Walker)
Text: Psalm: 103

R. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, let all that is within me bless his
holy name.

For you are my glory, my Savior and Shield, deliver me from
my distress. And raise me higher than heaven from earth, in
your goodness, rescue my life.

R. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, let all that is within me bless his
holy name.

A Father of tender compassionate love, you take all my sins
away. And hurl them farther than east is from west, where you
hold their memory no more.

R. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, let all that is within me bless his
holy name.
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The wedding day

Take some time to be alone, relax and pray. A hot
scented bath, a run, some yoga or light exercise can be relaxing

Try to eat breakfast and drink plenty of water.

Let go of all the planning details. Let your trusted
attendants worry about them instead.

Take deep breaths all day, and try to remain in the
present moment as you float through the day. It will help you
remember details of your wedding later.

Paperwork for the Church Recol

Completion of FOCCUS Marriage Readiness Instrument

Prenuptial Questionnaire for
Bride and ___ Groom

Affidavit concerning freedom to marry.
Bride (1 copy)
Groom (1 copy)

Required Dispositions and Delegations:
For ecumenical marriages
If one of the people to be married is not baptized
A priest other than the pastor is asked to witness the
ceremony
If the wedding is not going to be in the Catholic Church

Baptism Certificates issued within the last 6 months (if Catholic)
For the bride
For the groom

Letter of delegation from your pastor if you are not a
member of the St. Mary Faith Community

Wedding License (to be brought to the pariah office

1 least a week before the wedding)



Required Marriage Preparation:

At St. Mary there are three options which fulfill the Archdiocesan
requirements for marriage preparation. A part of all three options
is the completion and discussion of the FOCCUS Marriage

Readiness Instrument, which will compliment all of the following.

Sponsor Couple:

A parish sponsor couple meets with an engaged couple
for a series of up to five meetings. It is a couple to
couple program and meetings take place in the home of
the sponsor couple.

Engaged Encounter:

Engaged Encounter is an intensive weekend of work during
which each couple is offered the time and opportunity to
guestion, examine, and deepen their relationship with each
other and with God. Couples are challenged to explore their
relationship in a much deeper, more honest way than they
have been before.

PreCana:

PreCana is a program designed for engaged couples with no
special needs. Through group discussions, exercises, and
presentations, engaged couples are stimulated to
concentrate more intensely on the many facets of married
life.

It is the responsibility of the couple to sign up for one of these
three marriage preparation prograassoon as possibl&here
are registration deadlines and restrictions with each program.
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#35 Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 34: 1 Will Always Thank The Lord (Scott Soper)
Text: 34: 2-7

R. I will always thank the Lord; I will always praise God's
name.

I will thank the Lord at all times, | will always praise God's
name. My soul will boast of the Lord; the poor will hear and be
glad.

R. I will always thank the Lord; I will always praise God's
name.

Join with me in the praise of the Lord; together we shall sing
God's praise. | called, and God answered my plea; from my
fears the Lord set me free.

R. I will always thank the Lord; I will always praise God's
name.

Look to God and shine with joy; you will never be ashamed. |
begged God to listen to me; God took my burdens away.

R. I will always thank the Lord; I will always praise God's
name.

#36

Psalm 34: Taste and Se@ohn Michael Talbot)
Text: Psalm: 34

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord, let us taste the good-
ness of the Lord.

I will bless the Lord, his praise be ever in my mouth. Let my
soul glory in the Lord; the lowly will hear and be glad.

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord, let us taste the good-
ness of the Lord.
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#34 Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 33: The Lord Fills the Earth With His Love
(Paul Inwood) Text: Psalm 33: 4-7, 12-13,20,22

R. The Lord fills the earth with his love, his love, the Lord fills
the earth with his love.

The word of the Lord is faithful and all his works to be trusted.
The Lord loves justice and right, and he fills the earth with his
love.

R. The Lord fills the earth with his love, his love, the Lord fills
the earth with his love.

By his word the heavens were made, by the breath of his mouth
all the stars. The Lord collects the waves of the ocean, he stores
up the depths of the sea.

R. The Lord fills the earth with his love, his love, the Lord fills
the earth with his love.

They are happy whose God is the Lord, the people he has cho-
sen as his own. From the heavens the Lord looks forth, and he
sees all the children of the earth.

R. The Lord fills the earth with his love, his love, the Lord fills
the earth with his love.

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The Lord is our help and our
shield. May your love be upon us, 0 Lord, as we place all our
hope in you.

R. The Lord fills the earth with his love, his love, the Lord fills
the earth with his love.
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A Gathering of Ministers

A wedding is, like any celebration of the liturgy, a gathering of
several ministries within the faith community. The celebration
you are preparing is an opportunity for eévgororfaith
community, your families, your friends and youoseffexs
thanks and praise for Godods
and in a special way incarnate now in the love and promise of
you and your fiance’

The Ministers of the Celebratic

In the Roman Catholic traditiobritieeand groominister
the sacrament of marriage to one another. A priest and at least
two withesses are also required to be present.

The following are descriptions of other ministers that you will
need to choose for your wedding.

Presider

Ordinarily, the parish priest will preside at weddings celebrated
in the parish. On occasion, a couple may have a friend or a
relative who is a priest or deacon preside at the wedding. In this
case, the couple should mention this early in the planning
process. The pastor of St. Mary will communicate the policy on
the celebration of the liturgy in general and of weddings in
particular to the visiting presider. Visiting presiders are welcome
but will be required to observe Archdiocesan and parish policy
regarding the celebration of the sacraments.
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Lectors

You may be tempted to ask a family member or distant friend to
act as a reader because you want to include that person in your
wedding. While this is a nice idea, it's important your reader(s)
be skilled and qualified. When choosing your reader(s), ask
these two questions:

o Can the person read in public? A reader's job is not just to
recite a Scripture verse, but to proclaim it, as if they were
preaching to people hearing God's Word for the first time.
Choose a reader who can read slowly and loudly, pausing
between words to give them impact.

e -Will the reader believe what he or she is reading? It is
respectful to the church to choose readers who believe in
the Christian message.

The reader(s) need to be able to rehearse in the church, at the
microphone, ahead of the ceremony. This can happen at the
rehearsal or while pictures are being taken.

Ministers of the Eucharist

If the wedding is celebrated during Mass, there will be need for
Eucharistic Ministers for the bread and for the cup. If friends or
family members of the bride and groom are ministers of the
Eucharist in their home parishes, they may be invited to serve ai
weddings celebrated here provided they attend the wedding
rehearsal so that they are familiar with the worship space and its
demands.

14

For God's abundant blessings on and in
their married life, we pray. . . .

For the families and friends of

and gathered here today and for our support of one
another in times of need as we rejoice with one another today,
we pray. . . .

For family members who have gone before us marked with the
sign of faith, we pray. . .

#33 Prayer of the Faithful

For and as they begin their married life,
that they may always be aware of the presence of Jesus with
them in their union, we prayeée

That their family and friends, those where and those unable to
be here, may continue to provide a rich soil in which their love
may always grow, we pray. . .

That all the members of this wedding party and congregation
may be blessed in their own friendships and loves, we pray. . .

That this couple will always find in their Catholic parish a res-
ervoir of knowledge, faith and spirituality from which they may
draw from deeply, we pray. . .

That the family members of friends of this couple who have

preceded them in death may watch over them and may know
the eternal blessedness of heaven, we pray. . .
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For all married couples here today, that they take this opportu-
nity to renew their commitment to one another, we pray. . .

#31 Prayer of the Faithful

For our Church, to keep the promise of salvation, we pray..

For our world, to keep the pr omi
For our country, to keep the promise of freedom, we pray...

For our parish to keep the promise of faithfulness, we pray.

For our hearts, to keep the proi

For those who have died, that they will enjoy the promise of
eternal life, we pray. . .

For our lives, to keep the promise of growing, we pray. . . .

For this couple, to keep the promise of marriage, we pray to the
Lord.

#32 Prayer of the Faithful

For the Church and those who serve the Church and for all peo-
pl e who preach and practice the

For those who work to bring peace and justice to our world, we
praye

For the outcasts and downtrodden of our world and for

churches and families who offer them refuge and compassion,
we pray. . .
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Ushers

Bride and Groom as Greeters.

Keep in mind that one of the primary roles of the bride and
groom is to greet their invited guests. It is appropriate that the
wedding couple be at the entrance of the church to welcome
their guests.

Role of Ushers

The role of the usher is to facilitate the movement of the guests
to and from their seats, to help guests with special needs and to
assist in preparing and cleaning up the church before and after
the ceremony. The ushers are also part of the worshipping
community.

They should not leave your wedding ceremony to perform other
duties. We encourage ushers to seat guests as close to the fron
of the church as possible, and that beyond the immediate family
no distinction be made between guests of the bride or groom as
to which side of the church they sit.

Attendants and Groomsmen

At least two witnesses are required to be present at a wedding.
There is no need to have more than 12 total attendants and
groomsmen.

Ring Bearer and Flower Girl

Ring bearers and flower girls are not ministers, nor are their
services required for the celebration of marriage. Couples will be
asked to consider the age of children involved in these roles anc
whether their presence will add to or detract from the joyful
solemnity of the celebration.

In our experience, children under 4 years of age should not be

asked to serve in this capacity.
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Music Minister
This involves instrumentalists and vocalists.
A vocalist will be expected to sing the responsorial psalm and
gospel acclamation.

The role of the music minister is to lead and engage the
assembly in participating fully in your wedding liturgy. You are

|l ooking for someone to | ead (
faithfilled praise and thanksgiving.

When choosing your music minister consider the following:

e You are looking for someone who not only has been blessed
with musical talent, but wh
people raise their voices in song.

e You are looking for someone who is familiar with Roman
Catholic liturgy and the worship of this community. As a
norm, the Psalm, Alleluia, Holy and Amen are to be sung if
Mass is celebrated, and the Psalm and Alleluia are to be
sung in a Nuptial ceremony without Mass.

e You are looking for music ministers who will follow
Archdiocesan and parish policy in regard to music selection.
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#29 John 17, 20-23
A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus looked up to heaven and prayed: "Holy Father, | do not
pray for my disciples alone. | pray also for those who will be-
lieve in me through their word, that all may be one as you, Fa-
ther, are in me, and I in you; | pray that they may be one in us,
that the world may believe that you sent me. | have given them
the glory you gave me that they may be one, as we are one - |
living in them, you living in me - that their unity may be com-
plete. So shall the world know that you sent me, and that you
loved them as you loved me."

The gospel of the Lord.

#30 Prayer of the Faithful

For the Church, that all Christians be renewed and united in
their love for Jesus Christ, we pray. . .

For and that their love for each other
reflects God's love for them, we pray. . .

For our world, that people everywhere will live in peace, we
pray. . .

For the family, relatives and friends of
and that they continue to support this couple with their
love, we pray. . .

For all those gathered here today, that they will continue to
grow in faith, hope and love, we pray. . .

For those who have died, especially ,
and that they are enjoying the eternal
wedding feast in heaven, we pray. . .
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#27
John 15:12-16

A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to his disciples:

"This is my commandment: love one another, as I have loved
you. A person can have no greater love than to lay down one's
life for one's friends.

You are my friends, if you do what I command you. | shall not
call you servants anymore, because a servant does not know
their master's business; | call you friends, because | have made
known to you everything | have learned from God.

You did not choose me, no, | chose you; and I commissioned
you to go out and to bear fruit, fruit that will last; and then God
will give you anything you ask in my name."

The gospel of the Lord.

#28
John 15, 12-16

A reading from the holy gospel according John.

Jesus said to his disciples: "As God has loved me, so | have
loved you. Live on in my love. You will live in my love if you
keep my commandments, even as | have kept my Father's com-
mandments, and live in God's love.

And this | tell you that my joy may be yours and your joy may
be complete. This is my commandment: love one another and |
have loved you."

The gospel of the Lord.
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Preparing the Liturgy

At the end of this booklet, you will find suggested readings,
prayers of the faithful, and responsorial psalms for
weddings.

Weddings celebrated at St. Mary parish are celebrated
according to the worship books of the Roman Catholic Church:
the Sacramentary, the Lectionary, and the Rite of Marriage. In
the case of weddings where ministers of other Christian
denominations or other faiths are taking part, appropriate
adaptations will be made after consultation with you and the
minister.

Scripture

The readings at the end of this booklet are readings most
appropriate for use at weddings. The engaged couples will
select the scripture passages to be read at the wedding liturgy
from this resource. NMonpture passages should never be

used in place of scripture.

Music

You will need to meet with our music minister who will help you
in selecting appropriate music for the celebration of your
marriage. Music selections must fit within Archdiocesan
guidelines. (If a Mass, service music must alway® be sung
Alleluia, Holy, Amen). Other choices reflect the fact that the
music at liturgy is sung prayer. Also keep in mind that the bride
and groom come as equals to the wedding celebration, thus a
separate bridal procession or march is discouraged. Please
approve your music selections with the parish staff prior to giving
the music to your musicians.

17



Worship Aid

In preparing the wedding liturgy, couples will be urged to
incorporate elements which will encourage the active
participation of those who gather for the celebration. This will
include participation through sung and spoken prayer. A worshig
aide (program) is especially important when guests represent
different faith backgrounds.

See the next page for an example of a program. Additional
programs are available to look by contacting the parish office.

Environment

Couples will be asked to respect existing church decorations as
well as appropriate placement as found in the liturgical
documents. Church decorations cannot be moved or removed
for the wedding ceremony. Please be aware the church will be
decorated for the season of the year (fall, spring, etc.) as well as
for liturgical events (All Souls Day, Christmas, Easter, etc.)

If extra decorations are brought in for the wedding liturgy, please
keep in mind that the normal weekend liturgy will also be taking
place, and arrangements to return the church to its typical
setting must be made.

The parish church is a truly sacred space for the members of the

congregation, and should be respected by everything the
wedding party says and does in its worship environment.
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#25 Mark 10:6-9
A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

From the beginning of creation God made them male and fe-
male. This is why a man must leave his father and mother, and
the two become one body. They are no longer two, therefore,
but one body.

So then, what God has united, we must not divide.
The gospel of the Lord.

#26 John 2:1-11
A reading from the gospel according to John.

There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. The mother of Jesus
was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited. When
they ran out of wine, since the wine provided for the wedding
was finished, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no
wine."

Jesus said, "Woman, why turn to me? My hour has not come
yet." His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells
you."

There were six stone water jars standing there, meant for the
washing customary among the Jews: each could hold twenty or
thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with wa-
ter," and they filled them to the brim. "Draw some out now," he
told them, "and take it to the steward." They did this; the stew-
ard tasted the water, and it had turned into wine.

Having no idea where it came from - only the servants who had
drawn the water knew - the steward called the bridegroom and
said, "People generally serve the best wine first, and keep the
cheaper sort till the guests have had plenty to drink; but you
have kept the best wine till now." This was the first of the signs
given by Jesus: it was given at Cana in Galilee.

He let his glory be seen and his disciples believed in him.
The gospel of the Lord.
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#24 Matthew 6:25-34

Example of a worship aid/progre

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew This is an example of the order of the program. Other examples

. : : are available in the parish office.
That is why | am telling you not to worry about your life and

what you are to eat, nor about your body and what you are to

wear. Surely life is more than food, and the body more than Entrance Rite

clothing! Look at the birds in the sky. They do not sow or reap Procession Song Title

or, gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are Gathering Song (Optional) Song Title and book number
you not worth much more than they are? Can any of you, how- Opening Prayer

ever much you worry, add one single cubit to your span of life?
And why worry about clothing?

Liturgy of the Word

Think of the flowers growing in the fields; they never have to First Reading List Scripture Selected
work or spin; yet | assure you that not even Solomon in all his Responsorial Psalm Song Title and book number or
royal robes was clothed like one of these. Now if that is how type refrain of song here
God clothes the wild flowers growing in the field which are Second Reading List Scripture Selected
there today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, will God not Gospel Acclamation Alleluia

much more look about you, you who have so little faith? Gospel List Scripture Selected
So do not worry; do not say, "What are we to eat? What are we Homily

to drink? What are we to wear?" It is the gentiles who set their . .

hearts on all these things. Your Rite of Marriage

heavenly Father knows you need them all. Set your hearts on Wedding Vows

God's kingdom first, and on God's saving justice, and all these Blessing of Rings

other things will be given you as well. So do not worry about Wedding Solo (Optional) Song Title

tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own. Concluding Rite
The gospel of the Lord. Our Father/ The Lordbés Prayer
Nuptial Blessing
Sign of Peace
Final Blessing
Closing Song (Optional)  Song Title and book number
Recessional Song Title
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Wedding Rehearsal

The wedding rehearsal is generally scheduled for the evening
before or the morning of the wedding prior to the photography
time. The wedding party, parents, lectors and musicians (if not
from St. Mary parish) should be at the rehearsal. The rehearsal
generally lasts 30 to 40 minutes if everyone is punctual.

The Day of the Wedding

What about a guest book at the church?

The most appropriate place for the guest book is at the
reception. Placing the guest book at the church forces people to
stand in lines outside in the heat, cold, wind or rain. Hospitality
speaks that we get people to their places as soon as possible.

Are there special rules regarding photographers?

A wedding is first and foremost a sacred ritual. Photographing ol
videotaping the wedding celebration can contribute to
remembering and renewing of this special event, but should not
interfere or detract from the worship experience. Avoid using
cameras or video recorders that interfere with the prayerful
atmosphere. Flash photography should never be used during
the ceremony. (You may want to make note of this in your
wedding program.) There should be no movement in the
sanctuary area during the service. All video recorders should be
in a stationary position in the rear or side of the church. The
official photographer should contact the presider before the
wedding for other details.

Pictures should be taken before the wedding. An hour is quite
sufficient for a professional photographer to do a fine job of
photographing your wedding party. Pictures should be
completed no later than 45 minutes before the start of the
wedding.
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#22  Matthew 19,3-6
A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew

Some Pharisees came up to Jesus and said, to test him, "May a
man divorce his wife for any reason whatever?" He replied,
"Have you not read that at the beginning the Creator made them
male and female and declared, 'For this reason a man shall
leave his father and mother and cling to his wife, and the two
shall become as one?" Thus they are no longer two but one
flesh. Therefore, let no one separate what God has joined."

The gospel of the Lord.

#23 Matthew 22:35-40
A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

To disconcert Jesus one of the Jewish officials put a question,
"Master, which is the greatest commandment of the Law?"

Jesus said, "You must love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the
greatest and the first commandment.

The second resembles it: You must love your neighbor as your-
self. On these two commandments hang the whole law, and the
prophets also."

The gospel of the Lord.
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Gospel (1929):

#20 Matthew 5, 13-16

A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus said to his disciples: "You are the salt of the earth. But
what if salt goes flat? How can you restore its flavor? Then it is
good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. People do not light a lamp and then put it under a
bushel basket. They set it on a lamp stand where it gives light
to all in the house. In the same way, your light must shine be-
fore all so that they may see your goodness in your acts and
give praise to your heavenly Father."

The Gospel of the Lord

#21 Matthew 7:21, 24-25
A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus said to his disciples:

"It is not those who say to me, 'Lord, Lord' who will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but the person who does the will of my
Father in heaven."

"Therefore, everyone who listens to these words of mine and
acts on them will be like a sensible person who built a house on
rock.

Rain came down, floods rose, gales blew and hurled
themselves against that house, and it did not fall; it was
founded on rock.

The gospel of the Lord.
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Our parish does not subscri be
the bride before the wedding.
responsibility to see that the wedding party conducts themselves
properly while pictures are taken. Children should not be allowet
to run freely in the church at any time.

Policy on alcohol use

The use of alcohol in any form on the church property before a
wedding is absolutely forbidden. Please inform your family and
friends of this policy. Noncompliance with this policy could resuli
in the exclusion of those drinking from the ceremony.

Procession

The order of procession at the beginning of the wedding
celebration takes that form noted in the Rite of Marriage. The
priest leads the procession into the church, followed by the
groom and his parents, the bridal party (groomsman and
bridesmaids together) and the bride and her parents. It is
appropriate that only one song be played for the entire
procession.

[ (é Jﬁ}_‘
- 0

UNITED
MARRIAGE
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Wedd | n g VOWS Beloved, if God has loved us so, we must have the same love

for one another. No one has ever seen God. Yet if we love one

The text for the consent (the another God dwells in us, and G
options provided in the Rite of Marriage. The chosen consent tion in us.
must be memorized by the couple and recited without The Word of the Lord.

interruption during the ceremony. It is expected that all who have
been invited to witness your vows be able to hear you

pronounce them. #19 Matthew 5, 1-12
|, N.take yOLN. to be my wife/husband. A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.
I promise to be true to youin gOOd times and in When Jesus saw the crowds he went up on the mountainside.

bad, in sickness and in health. | will love you After he had sat down his disciples gathered around him, and
: he began to teach them:
and honor you all the days of my life.

"How blest are the poor in spirit: the reign of God is theirs.
Blest too are the sorrowing; they shall be consoled.
Blest are the lowly; they shall inherit the land.

Recess 10N al Blest are they who hunger and thirst for holiness; they shall

have their fill.
Blest are they who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs.

There are 3 options for escorting your guests out of the church Blest are the single-hearted for they shall see God.

following the wedding. Blest too are the peacemakers; they shall be called sons and
daughters of God.

« The bride and groom go from pew to pew and escort their Blest are those persecuted for holiness' sake; the reign of God is

guests from the pew. theirs.

Blest are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter
every kind of slander against you because of me.
Be glad and rejoice, for your reward in heaven is great."

e Ushers stand at the pews allowing guests to leave and the
bride and groom have a receiving line at the entrance of the
church.

« Have the receiving line at the reception as guests arrive. The Gospel of the Lord.
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#17 1 John 3, 18-24
A reading from the first letter of John

Little children, let us live in deed and truth and not merely talk
about it. This is the way of knowing we are committed to the
truth and are at peace before God no matter what our con-
sciences may charge us with; for God is greater than our hearts
and all is known to God.

Beloved, if our consciences have nothing to charge us with, we
can be sure that God is with us and that we will receive at God's
hands whatever we ask.

Why? Because we are keeping God's commandments and doing
what is pleasing in God's sight. God's commandment is this: we
are to believe in the name of God's Son, Jesus Christ, and are to
love one another as God commanded us.

Those who keep God's commandments remain in God and God
in them. And this is how we know that God remains in us: from
the Spirit that God gave us.

The Word of the Lord.

#18 1 John 4,7-12
A reading from the first letter of John.

Beloved, let us love one another because love is of God; every-
one who loves is begotten of God and has knowledge of God.
The person without love has known nothing of God, for God is
love.

God's love was revealed in our midst in this way: God sent
God's only Son to the world that we might have life though
God. Love, then, consists in this: not that we have loved God,
but that God has loved us and has sent his Son as an offering
for our sins.
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What should we pay our musiciz

Keep in mind that parish music ministers can be of great help to
you in this area, but should be reimbursed the same as any
other music minister if they sing or play at your wedding.

In our area, the normal fees for musicians are as follows:
Cantor/vocalist $515
Accompanist/Instrumentalist$120

What is the offering to the churc

A fee of $250.00 for parishioners and $500.00 for non
parishioners must be paid to the parish office at least one week
before your wedding. The fee for the use of the church should
be seen as a sign of support and thanksgiving to the faith
community. As such, your offering goes to the parish church anc
not to the priest. If you wish to offer the priest a gift in addition tc
the offering given to the church, you may do so.

Given the cost of weddings these days, the bride and groom
should consider the statement they make regarding their
priorities in terms of their generosity toward the parish and the
priest.

Anot her way of showing oneods
blessings is to make a symbolic offering to the poor. Couples
simply place an envelope marl
Thanksgiving for the Gift of
will get it to the appropriate service provider, usually the Food
Pantry.
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Fees

$35 to cover expenses associated with the FOCCUS

instrument. To be paid to the church at the time you
complete the FOCCUS.

$250 parish members or $50hearbers for the

use of the church building. To be paid to the church at
least one week before the weddingndadeition, it is
customary to give a monetary gift to the priest.

Musiciansd fees, i-3250ur a
per musician. These are paid directly to the musicians,
and should be paid before or on the day of the wedding.

Fees for marriage preparation programs (PreCana,
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Engaged Encounter). They will be paid directly to the
organizers of the event, see the appropriate brochures
for more information.

own flesh; no, they nourish it and take care of it as Christ cares
for the church - for we are members of his body.

"For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother, and
shall cling to his wife, and the two shall be made into one."
This is the great foreshadowing; | mean that it refers to Christ
and the Church.

The Word of the Lord.

#16 Colossians 3, 12-17
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.

Because you are God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with heartfelt mercy, with kindness, humility, meek-
ness, and patience. Bear with one another; forgive whatever
grievances you have against one another. Forgive as God has
forgiven you. Over all these virtues put on love, which binds
the rest together and makes them perfect. Christ's peace must
reign in your hearts, since as members of the one body you
have been called to that peace.

Dedicate yourselves to thankfulness. Let the word of Christ,
rich as it is, dwell in you. In wisdom made perfect, instruct and
admonish one another. Sing gratefully to God from your hearts
in psalms, hymns and inspired songs. Whatever you do,
whether in speech or in action, do it in the name of Jesus. Give
thanks of God through him.

The Word of the Lord.
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#14 1 Corinthians 12, 31-13-8
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

Set your hearts on the greater gifts. | will show you the way
which surpasses all the others. If | speak with human tongues
and angelic as well, but do not have love, | am a noisy gong, a
clanging cymbal. If | have the gift of prophecy and, with full
knowledge, comprehend all mysteries, if | have faith great
enough to move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If |
give everything to feed the poor and hand over my body to be
burned, but have not love, | gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind. Love is not jealous, it does not put
on airs, it is not snobbish.

Love is never rude, it is not self seeking, it is not prone to an-
ger; neither does it brood over injuries.

Love does not rejoice in what is wrong, but rejoices with the
truth. There is no limit to love's forbearance, to its trust, its
hope, its power to endure.

Love never fails.
The Word of the Lord.

#15 Ephesians 5, 2. 25-33
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians

Follow the way of love, even as Christ loved you. He gave him-
self for us.

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church. He gave
himself up for her to make her holy, purifying her in the bath of
water by the power of the word, to present to himself a glorious
church, holy and immaculate, without stain or wrinkle or any-
thing of that sort. Husbands should love their wives as they do
their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. Observe
that no one ever hates their
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Readings

Please fill in the number of the readings, prayers of the
faithful, & Psalm you will be using in your

wedding ceremony or Mass:
1% Reading (#1-9)
2" Reading (#10-18)
Gospel (#1929)
Prayers of the Faithful (#30-33)
Psalms (#3447)S't . Maly y 6 s

has music for the Psalms in this booklet.

If you use any other Psalm, you will need
to find your own music.
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Reading 1 (#19)

#1 Genesis 1, 26-28, 31
A reading from the book of Genesis

God said: "Let us make humans in our image, after our like-
ness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds
of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all
the creatures that crawl on the ground."

God created humans in God's image: in the divine image God
created them; male and female God created them.

God blessed them, saying, "Be fertile and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the
birds of the air, and all the living things that move on the earth."
God looked at everything God had made and God found it very
good.

The Word of the Lord.

#H2 Genesis 2, 18-24
A reading from the book of Genesis

The Lord God said: "It is not good for the man to be alone. |
will make a suitable partner for him." So God formed out of the
ground various wild animals and various birds of the air, and
God brought them to the man to see what he would call them;
whatever the man called each of them would be its name. The
man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of the air, and all
the wild animals; but none proved to be the suitable partner for
the man.

So God cast a deep sleep on the man and while he was asleep,
God took out one of his ribs and closed up its
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#12 Romans 12, 1-2, 9-13

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

Brothers and sisters, | beg you through the mercy of God to
offer bodies as a living sacrifice holy and acceptable to God,
your spiritual worship. Do not conform yourselves to this age
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind so that you
may judge what is God's will, what is good, pleasing and per-
fect.

Your love must me sincere. Detest what is evil, cling to what is
good. Love one another with the affection of brothers and sis-
ters. Anticipate each other in showing respect. Do not grow
slack but be fervent in spirit; they whom you serve is the Lord.

Rejoice in hope, be patient under trial, persevere in prayer.
Look on the needs of the saints as your own; be generous in
offering hospitality.

The Word of the Lord.

#13 1 Corinthians 6, 13-15, 17-20

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

The body is not for immortality; it is for God and God is for the
body. God, who raised up the Lord, will raise us also by God's
power. Do you not see that your bodies are members of Christ?
But whoever is joined to God becomes one spirit with God.
Shun lewd conduct. Every other sin one commits is outside
one's own body. You must know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit, who is within - the Spirit you have received
from God. You are not your own. You have been purchased,
and at what a price! So glorify God in your body.

The Word of the Lord
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life, neither angels nor principalities, neither the present nor the
future, nor powers, neither height nor depth nor any other crea-
ture, will be able to separate us from the love of God that
comes to us in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.

#11 Romans 12, 1-2,9-18

A reading from Paul to the Romans.

Brothers and sisters, | beg you through the mercy of God to
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice holy and acceptable to
God, your spiritual worship. Do not conform yourselves to this
age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, so that
you may judge what is God's will, what is good, pleasing and
perfect.

Your love must be sincere. Detest what is evil, cling to what is
good. Love one another with the affection of brothers and sis-
ters. Anticipate each other in showing respect. Do not grow
slack but be fervent in spirit; they whom you serve is the Lord.

Rejoice in hope, be patient under trial, persevere in prayer.
Look on the needs of the saints as your own; be generous in
offering hospitality. Bless your persecutors; bless and do not
curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those
who weep. Have the same attitude toward all.

Put away ambitious thoughts and associate with those who are
lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. Never repay in-
jury with injury. See that your conduct is honorable in the eyes
of all. If possible, live peaceably with others.

The Word of the Lord.
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place with flesh. God then built up into a woman the rib that
God had taken from the man. When God brought her to the
man, the man said:

"This one, at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh;

This one shall be called ‘woman,' for out of 'her man'
this one has been taken."

That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to
his wife, and two of them become one body.

The Word of the Lord.

#3 Tobit 8,5-7

A reading from the book of Tobit

On the wedding night Sarah got up, and she and Tobiah started
to pray and beg that deliverance might be theirs. He began with
these words:

"Blessed are you, 0 God of our ancestors; praised be your name
forever and ever. Let the heavens and all your creation
praise you forever.

You made Adam and you gave him his wife Eve to be his help
and support; and from these two the human race descended.

You said, 'It is not good for the man to be alone; let us make
him a partner like himself.’

Now, God, you know that I take this wife of mine not because
of lust, but for noble purpose.

Call down your mercy on me and on her, and allow us to live
together to a happy old age."

The Word of the Lord.
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#4 Proverbs 31, 10-12,20; 30-31
A reading from the book of Proverbs

When one finds a worthy wife,

her value is far beyond pearls.

Her husband, entrusting his heart to her,

has an unfailing prize.

She brings him good, and not evil,

all the days of her life.

She reaches out her hands to the poor,

and extends her arms to the needy.

Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting;

the woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.
Give her a reward of her labors,

and let her works praise her at the city gates.

The Word of the Lord.

#5 Song of Songs 2,8-10, 14, 16; 8, 6-7
A reading from the Song of Songs

Hark! My lover - here he comes

springing across the mountains, leaping across the hills.

My lover is like a gazelle or a young stag.
Here he stands behind our wall,
gazing through the windows,
peering through the lattices.
My lover speaks; he says to me,
"Arise, my beloved, my beautiful one and come!
0 my dove in the clefts of the rock,
in the secret recesses of the cliff, .
Let me see you, let me hear your voice,
For your voice is sweet, and you are lovely."

My lover belongs to me and | to him.
(He said to me:)
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To proclaim liberty to the captives

and release to the prisoners,

To announce a year of favor from the Lord
and a day of vindication by our God.

I rejoice heartily in the Lord,

in my God is the joy of my soul,

For God has clothed me with a robe of salvation,
and wrapped me in a mantle of justice,

Like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem,

like a bride bedecked with her jewels.

As the earth brings forth its plants,

and a garden makes its growth spring up,

So will God make justice and praise

spring up before all the nations.

The Word of the Lord.

Reading 2 (#1018):

#10 Romans 8,31-35,37-39
A reading from the book of Paul to the Romans

If God is for us, who can be against us? Is it possible that God
who did not spare his own Son but handed him over for the
sake of us all will not grant us all things besides? Who shall
bring a charge against God's chosen ones? God, who justifies?

Who shall condemn them? Christ Jesus, who died or rather was
raised up, who is at the right hand of God and who intercedes
for us?

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Trial, or distress,
or persecution, or hunger, or nakedness, or danger, or the
sword?

Yet in all this we are more than conquerors because of him who
has loved us. For | am certain that neither death nor
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#7 Jeremiah 31, 31-32,33-34
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.

The days are coming, says the lord, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will
not be like the covenant | made with their ancestors the day |
took them by the hand to lead them forth from the land of

Egypt.

But this is the covenant which | will make with the

house of Israel after those days, says the Lord, | will place my
law within them, and write it upon their hearts; | will be their
God, and they shall be my people. No longer will they have
need to teach their friends and relatives how to know God. All,
from least to greatest, shall know me, says the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.

#8 Micah 6; 6, 8
A reading from the prophet Micah

With what shall | come before the Lord,
and bow before God most high?

You have been told, 0 one, what is good,
and what the Lord requires of you:

Only to do right and to love goodness,
and to walk humbly with your God.

The Word of the Lord.

#9 Isaiah 61; 1-2, 10-11

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah
The spirit of God is upon me,

because the Lord has anointed me;

God has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly,
to heal the brokenhearted,
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Set me as a seal on your heart, as a seal on your arm;

For stern as death is love, relentless as the nether world is devo-
tion; its flames are a blazing fire.

Deep waters cannot quench love, nor floods sweep it away.

The Word of the Lord.

#6 Sirach 26,1-4, 13-16
A reading from the book of Sirach.

Happy the husband of a good wife;
twice-lengthened are his days.
A worthy wife brings joy to her husband,
peaceful and full is his life.
A good wife is a generous gift
bestowed upon him who fears God;
Be he rich or poor, his heart is content,
and a smile is ever on his face.
A gracious wife delights her husband,
her thoughtfulness puts flesh on his bones;
A gift from God is her governed speech,
and her firm virtue is of surpassing worth.
Choicest of blessings is a modest wife,
priceless her chaste person.
Like the sun rising in God's heaven,
the beauty of a virtuous wife
is the radiance of her home.

The Word of the Lord.
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